Welcome

WELCOME to our Parish Profile!! After nine years of faithful service,

our former rector retired in November 2017 and thus we are now
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conducting a comprehensive and inclusive search to find our next

rector. The Vestry appointed a search committee in January 2018

which has been working diligently to determine who we are as a

congregation, what is importantto o ur members, and what we are

seeking in a new rector. This profile outlines who we are today and

who we aspire to be in the future. We feel that it reflects the responses

and feelings of our parishioners who patrticipated in a congregational

survey. The sear ch committee has done extensive research on our

history, ministries, worship, finances, and much more to provide a clear
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with us the collect below that was written during our first sea rch

meeting together and is now prayed during our worship services and

each time we gather together as a committee:

A Prayer for Discernment

Our Heavenly Creator, who has blessed this dedicated church
family for 175 years serving our community in your faith and
love, we ask for guidance for our Parish, Search Committee,
and Vestry as we embark on the journey to mutual ministry
with our next Rector. Bless us with your grace and fill us with
knowledge and fortitude throughout the process. In the Holy
Name of Jesus Christ, our Savior, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Thank you for your interest as we begin to write the next chapter in

our long and rich history. We look forwardt o the opportunity to
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community information, and more. If after reading our profile you are

interested in applying f or this position, please contactt he Reverend

Gary Rowe, growe@delaware.church , 302.256.0374, ext. 107 at The

Episcopal Church in Delaware.

Regina McCann, Senior Warden, Vestry
Marilyn Prime, Co -Chair, Search Committee

Donna Weaver, Co -Chair, Search Committee
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Introduction
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University of Delaware since our founding in 1842. St Thomas's is
situated on the corner of South College Avenue and West Par  k Place

and is blessed to be bordered on one side by a beautiful grove of trees
and land that we just recently purchased. Head up South College

Avenue and you will find yourself in the heart of the University of
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and highly educated community that represents a robust mixture of
generations, economic backgrounds, social values, artistic expressions,
and theological convictions. We are a diverse and inclusive community
united spiritually at the table of the Eucharist. We believe that to be
Episcopalians means to celebrate the great tradition of the Holy
Eucharist and liturgical worship while still bein g able to question, doubt,

and search for the meaning of faith. We are a congregation of 180 -plus
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families who travel from various communities surrounding Newark
including the close -by areas of Maryland and Pennsylvania that are just
over the Delaware stat e line. As our history dictates, we have a strong
commitment to our college students and maintain an ongoing

dedication to University of Delaware Campus Ministry. Lay ministry is
also very important to us and we provide opportunities for our
parishioners t o share their gifts and talents in various ministries. New
and regular worshippers are welcomed with friendliness and respect,

and are encouraged to explore their faith in a trusting, compassionate,
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strong commitment as a church family,  that is nurtured through our

connection with God and the love of Jesus Christ.
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1842 by t he Reverend George Allen and several local residents. They
built the church using plans drawn up by Richard Upjohn, a noted
architect who had designed Trinity Church in New York City, using the
Gothic revival style of architecture. The first portion of the ch urch was
consecrated in 1845. As the congregation grew, a new church building
became a necessity, but the original church still stands. It has been
beautifully restored by the
University of Delaware
| which purchased it in 1996

“* and uses it as a concert hall.

In 1950, the parish
purchased land on South
College Avenue. After
fundraising and

construction, the new

parish house was completed in 1955 and the congregation moved in.
Worship servic es were held in the Great Hall while the new church was

built. The new church was completed in 1960.

1" t+t1lyin1 Al Iniy nrdgnul 1 naUnnersdyrols |1 @ [ ®f

Delaware . From the 1920s to the 1940s the president of the university
and many faculty members were active in the parish, encouraging
many students to become involved in the church. Until the late 1950s
our rector served as chaplain to the university. In 1959, the Diocese of
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Delaware funded a full -time university chaplainbasedat 1 [' + 1 871 n1 Al

The program continued until 1970, when the campus ministry became
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In 1982, the Reverend Robert Duncan became the 19th rector. It was
Father Duncan who first envisioned the north wall of stained glass
windows dep icting over 100 saints and other worthy historical figures

facing east toward the altar, led by St. Thomas. It took more than
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Delaware, developed a vital, parish -based campus ministry program
with a full -time priest who served as university chaplain and associate
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university and the parish, w hich continues today.
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time, the church acquired a new digital organ, and the music program
has been blessed over man y years by devoted and talented organists

and choir leaders.

Our 21st rector, t he Reverend Paul Gennett, Jr., joined the parish in

2008. Father Paul committed the parish to carefully living within its

financial means. The self -discipline became so effectiv e that St.
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purchase the property next door, called the Grove. The Grove is a

lovely, shady area (1.54 acres) with many mature trees adjacent to the
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church that can be used now as an activi ty area, a playground area, a

picnic spot, or even an extra parking area when needed.

Forward in Faith was so successful that the Grove was purchased and
fully paid for in 2017. We have preserved the land as a natural area for
the people of Newark, as we |l as being able to use it for whatever may

come next for our parish.

We recently held a celebration for our 175th anniversary, which
included an anniversary gala, a special Pentecost picnic, contributions
to the Newark Empowerment Center, and a joint wors  hip service, after

which we unveiled our new sign.
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our current facilities in the mid 1900s, to our current parishioners, we

all look to the future with confidence and hope.
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Our Dioces e

The Episcopal Diocese of Delaware was organized in 1785 and

includes all of the Episcopal churches in the state. It is one of the

original dioceses of the Episcopal Church in the United States. The

Right Reverend Kevin S. Brown became the 11th bishop in  2017. Nearly
9,600 parishioners worship in 34 congregations.

The size of the diocese affords ample opportunity for collegial

ministry, leadership roles, and easy access to the bishop and h is staff.
Our previous rector, the Reverend Paul Gennett, Jr., served as
president of the Standing Committee during the search for the new

bishop.

The Right Revere nd Kevin S. Brown

XI Bishop of Delaware
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Attributes and Character Strengths

We are Seeking in a Rector

The attributes and character strengths we are seeking in a rector are
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parishioners had the opportunity to voice opinions, wants, and needs

for our future spiritual development. Faith, purpose, and commitment

to inspire our parish, community, and college -aged adults are

fundamental attributes in providing Episcopal growth and a welcoming

and nurturing foundation for all who seek a spiritual home at St.
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and receptive personality open to a diverse and optimistic parish that

desires future -mindedness and a love of learning regardless of age.

The following are the attributes and character strengths which hold

significance in our search for a new rector:

U A strong spiritual leader and guide
U An enriching celebrant/liturgist who has the capacity to inspire
NRE BBRR®O[] SsoBsro [B 8BEAl B[ &
U A community -minded leader focused on parish and parishioner
growth
U A compassionate, caring, and deeply spiritual counselor  to those
impacted by life circumstances
U A coalition -builder who inspires renewal, lay engagement,

relationships, inclusiveness, and diversity
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We also seek a rector who can deliver spiritually -minded sermons that
can connect real -life experiences to spiritu al discovery and inspire us to
go forward in faith. St. Thomas's has embraced a long history of sung
liturgy and it is a tradition we spiritually appreciate and seek to continue

in our future. Both contemporary and traditional song have been

shared over th e years and continue to be an important part of our

worship.

Being a capable leader/administrator able to assist us with our current
ministries, management, and discernment processes is critical in
contributing to our effectiveness as we review established programs
and implement innovative programs focused on youth, families, and
adult learners. We seek a rector who can enable us to provide more
opportunities for Christian education and spiritual formation at every

age and stage of life.

Last, but not least , we desire a rector with a wonderful sense of humor
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Christ's promise through worship, activities, and compassion for all.
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Our Vision
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worship that welcomes everyone as a child of God, and values

At ®f VBR®A1T 11 RL41VJJULVv IR Jlao &l¥[el nrRa& |

1{' tleini Al 41 n Eltof1® eV} RrRLJUL B
languages, and nationalities, cradle Episcopalians a nd those new to our

tradition. We are conservative and liberal, single and married and

partnered, socially active, spiritually reflective, deeply committed to

being the Gospel in our community, our diocese, and our world.
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Mission Statement
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Worship and Music
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excellent music and intentional, diverse liturgy. We have been blessed
throughout the years to have talented and dedicated musicians to help

us lead worship. Our organist/parish musician leads us in hymns and
directs and inspires our St. Gregory's adult choir, which sings an

anthem each Sunday during the academic year. Soloists and ensembles
also provide music
for enrichment and
to enhance worship.
There are other
musicians within the | ‘ &
parish who . 7/ o a :
occasionally off er | N\ 8 7
their talents by
playing guitar, banjo,
flute, tuba, and

L.
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untold other instruments. Our LIGHTS choir is a dedicated group
children from ages three to ten who gather each week to learn songs
and present them monthly. They are led by a parent volunteer who

enjoys the challenge of teaching them.

We currently have two Sunday morning services. The earlier 8:00 a.m.
service uses Rite 1 (spoken) from the Book of Common Prayer with
hymns twice a month. The later 10:30 a.m. service uses the various

forms of Ri te 2, is geared toward families, and is where the choir sings.

13|Page
TGRSR [ RIS a0 o) ASINE. ) JEIRES Sl o) SRER( | (GRS .

n

Il



Service music is a mixture of traditional hymnal offerings and music
composed by our parish musician. During this service we gather
around the altar for the liturgy of the table (family  -style) and we use
bread baked by members of the Baking Guild. Several days a week we
have Evening Prayer at 5:15 p.m. Lay Eucharistic ministers, lay readers,
and other laity participate at each service by serving as acolytes,
assisting at the table, reading lesso ns, leading the psalm, and offering

healing prayers during and following communion in the Julian Porch.

Epiphany is a fun time. In recent years we have had Evening Prayer
around the tables that
are set for a potluck
supper. After supper,
we gather in the
parking lot where we
burn the greens that
were used as
Christmas
decorations. In a
good year, we can

have quite a conflagration. Of course, we get a burn permit from the
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During Lent, many people take a journ ey through the Interactive

Stations of the Cross to read and experience the journey Christ made
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own cross, encountering people, stumbling and falling, thinking about

and praying for other s and their struggles, tasting the bitter wine,
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